[Psychosocial aspects of premature birth of a child--a status assessment].
This article describes psychosocial dimensions of premature birth. This review follows the course of pregnancy, birth and perinatal period in hospital and at home in characteristic features. Being in neonatal intensive care units, the baby's sensomotoric and interaction skills have to be trained by medical and nursing staff. The staff assists and instructs parents in special care and handling procedures. There are in the literature numerous differentiated empirical reports, but usually these are focused on child, or family or staff. The authors emphasize that there is a lack of research considering process and interactions between the different groups. Psychosocial data concerning "new" specific subgroups among premature infants resulting from medical and technological advances in the last years are lacking.